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ON FAY 


Capital's Rumor Mill: j 1 
The Death of an: Agent \ 


And the Talk It Started i 


IEVf YORK TBIE5 
23 September 1930 


,JT By PHILIP TAUBMAN ; j 

/ •' Special to Tb« New York Times : "• 

^VSHINGTON, Sept* 22 — The Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence began 
last week trying to separate the truth 
jfrom the rumors itva case that developed 
: in':that twilight \Worfdb in:. Washington 
where'intelligence/.pdlitics and journal/ 
ism intersect.. \ • f s /' '% 

- Acting at the request of two committee 
members,. ■ Daniel Patrick Moynihan; 
Democrat of New York, and Malcolm 
Wallop; a Wyoming Republican, the com- 
mittee staff started investigating, allega- 
.tions that in 1977 a Senior", official in the; 
Carter/ Administration >' accidently ex- 
posed the identity of a Soviet official serv- 
ing as a United-. States spy- in Moscow, 
leading: to tbe arrest and; death of the 
agent, whose code name was Trigon. 

; If the charges are true, the case will be 
a serious political embarrassment. Even, 
the existence of a preliminary Senate in- 
quiry into the matter raises questions 
about' the conduct of the Administration 
in a highly sensitive area.:’ .b-pL • ' :/y 

;- ;Eor weeks, rumors have been circulat- 
ing hi the intelligencej.community; about 

the exposure - of Trigon; In public, offi- 
cials have carefully avoided naming any 
individual suspected of unmasking the 
spy; but in private,' intell igence analysts, 
’Senate staff members and reporters all 
•repeat, the same name: David L. Aaron, 
deputy assistant to the President for na- 
-.ttanal security affairs; i’.:® ; v; . 

‘’'•- However, according to officials at the 
Central Intelligence Agency, which con- 
ducted its own investigation into the ex- 
posure of Trigon, there is no evidence to 
I support the allegation .that he was un- 
; masked by Mr. Aaron. ; ; : ; ! Y Y'V;* 

Mr. Aaron declined to comment pub- 
licly on the case. Alfred Friendly Jr., 
spokesman, for the National Security 
Council and White House associate press 
secretary, called the charges against Mr-. 
Aaron “completely unfounded." . 

Deputy. Attorney General Charles B. 
Renfrew said in an interview that the 
F.B.I. had investigated the ’ charges 
against Mr. Aaron and “found them with- 
outany support of substance.” •/ >;Y> 

Mr. Renfrew said he. had directed the 
F.B.I. to broaden its inquiry to determine 
whether there had been any other indis- 
cretions or leaks of classified information 
by Mr.' Aaron and that the FlB.I. hadcori- 
cludedthere had not been... Y-_.i- 


works. The sources were more than a 
score of intelligence officials. Senate 
staff members, White House aides and 

^°There are different' accounts about the 
origins of the Trigon case: According to 
one group of intelligence officials, Tngon 
was the code name for a cable clerk in the 
Soviet Foreign Ministry who was re- ; 
cruited by the C.I.A. when he was sta-t 
tioned. in^Argentin a i n the early 1970 s. J 
When Trigon returned to Moscow, by this 
account, he provided the C.I.A. with clas- 

/sified Soviet cable traffic. 

The other, more widely accepted ver- 
' sion is that Trigon was the code name for 
a higher-ranking Soviet official named 
Anatoly N. Filatov. In this version, Mr. 
Filatov, who was first recruited in either 
South America or the Middle East, re- 
turned to work at the Foreign Ministry in 
Moscow in 1973 and began supplying the 
United States with abundant intelligence 
information, some of considered very 
valuable by C.I.A. analysts. . " . ; 

Then, starting in about 1976, analysts 
began to question material coming from 
Trigon because it was not confirmed by 
other C.I.A. sources. According to mtelh- j 
gence officials, the C.I.A. suspected tha ; 
Mr, Filatov had been discovered by the , 
Soviet security service, the K.G.B., and j 
had become a double agent. ; . . j 

Cable About Kissinger Arrives ; 

In Aoril 1977, after a period of silence, j 
Mr. Filatov provided a copy of a cable to 
the Soviet Politburo from Moscow s Am- 
t bassador to Washington, Anatoly F. Do 
! brynin. In the cable, Mr. Dobiymn re- 
! ported on a conversation with former bee- 
[ retary of State Henry A. Kissinger, quot- 
l ing Mr. Kissinger as being cnti cal of the 
March 1977 bargaining position cf Presi- 
dent Carter in nuclear arms talks. Mr. 

' Kissinger has vigorously denied ever 
making such remarks to the Soviet Am- 
bassador.. ..: :.0 . • ; •■/ 


" >When the' microfilm, of the cable 
reached C.I.A. headquarters outside 
/Washington, most officials doubted its 
/authenticity. • But a small group of ana- 
lysts argued that there was no reason for 
the Russians to embarrass Mr. Kissinger 
by planting false information. Eventual- 
ly, a bitter dispute about the cable’s au- 
j thenticity developed. ’.. ..; ;${ >•••>*' ' - -9 p 
"•• Meanwhile,' Trigon disappeared in 
Moscow. In 1978, the Soviet pres? re- 
sported that Mr. Filatov had been tried for 
treason and execute^ Some C.I.A. offi- 


was forced to resign from the C.I.A. after 
admitting that he had supplied copies of a 
top-secret agency report on the arms 
limitation talks to a staff aide of Senator 
Henry M. Jackson, according to intelli- 
gence officials. Mr. Jackson, Democrat 
of Washington, was a leading critic of the 
arms negotiations. Mr. Sullivan told 
friends he felt obliged to give Mr. Jack- 
son the report because he thought it was 
being, withheld by Adm. Stansfield M. 
Turner, Director of Central Intelligence, 
in an effort to suppress information dam- 
aging to the arms talks. ; 

Reporters Are Told About Case .s- 

Mr Sullivan went to work as a staff, 
aide to Senator Lloyd Bentsen, Democrat 
of Texas, in 1979 and later joined the staff 
of Senator Gordon J. Humphrey, Republi- 
can of New Hampshire. J 

Earlier this year, M re Sullivan began 
calling reporters to tell therri about the ; 
Trigon case. These conversations, ac- 
cording to several of the reporters, fol- 
lowed the unwritten rales of Washington 
information is 


. journalism when sensitive information is 
being offered by a source. Mr. Sullivan 
said he would provide information on the 
condition that he not be identified by 
name or position in any articled ■ y *■' 
Staff aides for several otheq senators, 
including Jesse Helms, Republican of 
North Carolina, also called ! reporters 
about the Trigon case, suggesting that 
they call Mr. Sullivan for a briefing. 
Several reporters said they Were now 


I Several reporters said they were now 
willing to say that Mr.. Sullivan had 
taivod to thorn because they felt the info- 


talked to them because they felt the info- 
ration he provided was misleading. Con- 
cerned about their; own future contacts 
with officials, however, these reporters 
asked not to be identified.,: . ... t 

Sullivan Denies Giving Information 


How Washington Works 2,9; 


Vials’ doubt that report, believing that 
•Trigon committed suicide. 
i- how and when Mr. Filatov was uncov- 
Yered remains unclear. His loss was con- 
sidered a major blow to American intelli- 
gence operations, and the C.I.A. jnvestt- 
iated extensively to try to pinpoint how 
he was exposed. In the investigation, 
C I A. officials said, an unsubstantiated 
rumor that Mr. Aaron had exposed Mr. 
Filatov by inadvertently mentioning his 
.activities to a Rumanian 3 

Washington reception proved to be com-. 


■ tt c*o*±*i*e> * 

pletely unfounded. 


TMsis Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/68/69 


•• They said that Mr. Sullivan bad de- 
scribed the history, of the Trigon case, in- 
cluding his role in it, and had reported 
'that Mr. Aaron was suspected of having ' 
exoosed Mr. Filatov. /. ’ 

In an inter/iew with The New York 
Times this month,/ Mr; Sullivan denied 
that he had ever discussed the Trigon . 
case with any reporters except for a brief 
conversation earlier this month with 
I Charles Mohr of The Times. Mr. Sullivan 
| said that conversation dealt only with 
j previously published material. ; 4 ; 1 . ’ ; 

“I am not involved in this matter,” Mr. 

' Sullivan said. “I am fully conscious of the 
secrecy contract I signed with the C.I.A. 
and have religiously abided by it,” 

The first major article about Trigon ap- 
. , peared in the July 21 issue of Newsweek 
v on the eve of the Republican National 
rnnv.nt-inn David Martin, who wrote it, 
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